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Keating Meeks Schneider
Kelly (IL) Meng Schrader
Kennedy Moore Scott (VA)
Khanna Moulton Scott, David
Kihuen Murphy (FL) Serrano
Kildee Nadler Sewell (AL)
Kilmer Neal Shea-Porter
Kind Nolan Sherman
Krishnamoorthi  Norcross Sinema
Kuster (NH) O’Halleran Sires
Langevin O’Rourke Slaughter
Larsen (WA) Pallone Smith (WA)
Larson (CT) Panetta Soto
Lawrence Pascrell Speier
Lawson (FL) Payne Suozzi
Lee Perlmutter Swalwell (CA)
Levin Peters Takano
Lewis (GA) Peterson Thompson (CA)
Lieu, Ted Pingree Thompson (MS)
Lipinski Pocan Titus
Loebsack Polis Tonko
Lofgren Price (NC) Torres
Lowenthal Quigley Tsongas
Lowey Raskin Vargas
Lujan Grisham, Rice (NY) Veasey

M. Richmond Vela
Lujan, Ben Ray  Rosen Velazquez
Lynch Roybal-Allard Visclosky
Maloney, Ruiz Walz

Carolyn B. Ruppersberger Wasserman
Maloney, Sean Rush Schultz
Matsui Ryan (OH) Waters, Maxine
McCollum Sanchez Watson Coleman
McEachin Sarbanes Welch
McGovern Schakowsky Wilson (FL)
McNerney Schiff Yarmuth

NOT VOTING—I11

Brooks (AL) Higgins (LA) Pelosi
Cummings Huizenga Taylor
Granger Johnson, Sam Weber (TX)
Griffith Napolitano

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 303.

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
regarding a missed vote due to a meeting with
constituents on the House steps. Had | been
present for rollcall vote No. 303, H. Res. 378,
The Rule providing for consideration of the bill
H.R. 2581—Verify First Act and S. 1094—De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Accountability
and Whistleblower Protection Act, | would
have voted “yea.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, | was ab-
sent during rollcall votes No. 302 and No. 303
due to my spouse’s health situation in Cali-
fornia. Had | been present, | would have voted
“nay” on the Motion on Ordering the Previous
Question on the Rule providing for consider-
ation of both H.R. 2581 and S. 1094. | would
have also voted “nay” on H. Res. 378—Rule
providing for consideration of both H.R.
2581—Verify First Act and S. 1094—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Accountability and
Whistleblower Protection Act of 2017.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, |
wanted to report my absence on the vote of
the H. Res. 378, the combined rule providing
for consideration of H.R. 2581 and S. 1094, as
well as the vote on the previous question. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea” on

rollcall No. 302 (Previous Question on H. Res.
378), and “yea” on rollcall No. 303 (Adoption
of H. Res. 378).

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 238, nays
166, answered ‘‘present’” 2, not voting
24, as follows:

[Roll No. 304]
YEAS—238

Abraham Duncan (TN) McMorris
Adams Dunn Rodgers
Aderholt Emmer McNerney
Allen Engel Meadows
Amodei Estes (KS) Meehan
Arrington Esty (CT) Meeks
Babin Ferguson Meng
Bacon Fleischmann Messer
Banks (IN) Fortenberry Mitchell
Barletta Foster Moolenaar
Barr Frelinghuysen Mooney (WV)
Beatty Gabbard Moulton
Bergman Garamendi Mullin
Bilirakis Garrett Murphy (FL)
Bishop (GA) Goodlatte Nadler
Bishop (MI) Gottheimer Newhouse
Bishop (UT) Gowdy Noem
Black Green, Al Nunes
Blackburn Guthrie O’Rourke
Blumenauer Hanabusa Olson
Blunt Rochester  Harper Palazzo
Bonamici Harris Palmer
Brady (TX) Hartzler Panetta
Brat Heck Pascrell
Bridenstine Hensarling Pearce
Brooks (IN) Higgins (LA) Perlmutter
Brown (MD) Higgins (NY) Pingree
Buchanan Hill Pocan
Bucshon Himes Polis
Budd Hollingsworth Posey
Bustos Huffman Quigley
Butterfield Huizenga Reichert
Byrne Hultgren Richmond
Calvert Hunter Roby
Carson (IN) Jeffries Roe (TN)

Carter (TX)

Johnson (GA)

Rogers (AL)

Cartwright Johnson (LA) Rogers (KY)
Castro (TX) Johnson, E. B. Rooney, Francis
Chabot Kaptur Rooney, Thomas
Chaffetz Katko dJ.

Cheney Kelly (MS) Roskam

Chu, Judy Kelly (PA) Ross

Cicilline Kildee Rothfus

Clay King (IA) Ruppersberger
Cleaver King (NY) Rush

Clyburn Krishnamoorthi Russell

Cole Kuster (NH) Rutherford
Collins (NY) Kustoff (TN) Ryan (OH)
Comstock LaMalfa Scalise

Cook Lamborn Schneider
Cooper Larsen (WA) Schweikert
Cramer Larson (CT) Scott (VA)
Crawford Lewis (MN) Scott, David
Cuellar Lipinski Sensenbrenner
Culberson Long Serrano
Davidson Loudermilk Sessions
Davis (CA) Love Shea-Porter
Dayvis, Danny Lucas Sherman
DeGette Luetkemeyer Shimkus
DeLauro Lujan Grisham, Shuster
DelBene M. Simpson
Demings Lujan, Ben Ray  Smith (NE)
Denham Marchant Smith (NJ)
Dent Marino Smith (TX)
DeSaulnier Marshall Smith (WA)
DesJarlais Massie Smucker
Deutch Mast Speier
Diaz-Balart McCarthy Stefanik
Dingell McCaul Stewart
Doggett McClintock Suozzi
Donovan McCollum Takano

Duffy McEachin Tenney
Duncan (SC) McHenry Thornberry
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Titus
Torres
Trott
Tsongas
Velazquez
Walden
Walker
Walorski

Aguilar
Amash
Barragan
Barton
Bass
Beyer
Biggs
Blum
Bost
Boyle, Brendan
F

Brady (PA)
Brownley (CA)
Buck
Burgess
Capuano
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carter (GA)
Castor (FL)
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Coffman
Cohen
Collins (GA)
Comer
Conaway
Connolly
Conyers
Correa
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Crist
Crowley
Curbelo (FL)
Davis, Rodney
DeFazio
Delaney
DeSantis
Doyle, Michael
F.
Ellison
Espaillat
Evans
Farenthold
Faso
Fitzpatrick
Flores
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Fudge
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Gibbs
Gonzalez (TX)
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Walters, Mimi
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman

NAYS—166

Gosar
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Gene
Grothman
Gutiérrez
Hastings
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Holding
Hoyer
Hudson
Hurd
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Jones
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Keating
Kennedy
Khanna
Kihuen
Kilmer
Kind
Kinzinger
Knight
LaHood
Lance
Langevin
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lieu, Ted
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McGovern
McKinley
McSally
Moore
Murphy (PA)
Neal

Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yarmuth
Young (IA)
Zeldin

Nolan
Norcross
O’Halleran
Pallone
Paulsen
Payne

Perry

Peters
Peterson
Pittenger

Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Price (NC)
Ratcliffe
Reed

Renacci

Rice (NY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Ros-Lehtinen
Rosen

Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz

Sanchez
Sanford
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott, Austin
Sewell (AL)
Sinema
Smith (MO)
Soto

Stivers
Swalwell (CA)
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tipton
Turner

Upton
Valadao
Vargas
Veasey

Vela
Visclosky
Walberg
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Wilson (FL)
Woodall
Yoder

Young (AK)

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—2

Rice (SC)

Bera

Brooks (AL)
Cummings
Eshoo
Frankel (FL)
Gohmert
Granger
Griffith

Messrs.

Florida changed their vote from

to ‘“‘nay.”

Tonko

Grijalva

Issa

Johnson, Sam
Kelly (IL)
Labrador
Napolitano
Pelosi
Raskin
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NOT VOTING—24

Royce (CA)
Sires
Slaughter
Taylor
Tiberi
Wagner
Weber (TX)
Yoho

RENACCI and CURBELO of

13

yea’

So the Journal was approved.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speaker, |

was unavoidably detained.

Had | been

present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall

No. 304.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, | was absent for
the initial vote series due to my attendance of
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the funeral of Kyle Milliken. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rolicall
No. 302, “yea” on rollcall No. 303, and “yea”
on rollcall No. 304.

———

VERIFY FIRST ACT

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 378, I
call up the bill (H.R. 2581) to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
quire the provision of social security
numbers as a condition of receiving the
health insurance premium tax credit,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MITCHELL). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 378, the amendment in the nature
of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Ways and Means, print-
ed in the bill, shall be considered as
adopted, and the bill, as amended, is
considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 2581

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Verify First
Act”.

SEC. 2. VERIFICATION OF STATUS IN UNITED
STATES AS CONDITION OF RECEIV-
ING ADVANCE PAYMENT OF HEALTH
INSURANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT.

(a) APPLICATION TO CURRENT HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT.—Section 36B of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as in effect for
months beginning before January 1, 2020, is
amended by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (h) and by inserting after subsection (f)
the following new subsection:

““(9) VERIFICATION OF STATUS IN UNITED
STATES FOR ADVANCE PAYMENT.—No advance
payment of the credit allowed under this section
with respect to any premium under subsection
(b)(2)(A) with respect to any individual shall be
made under section 1412 of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act unless the Sec-
retary has received confirmation from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services that the
Commissioner of Social Security or the Secretary
of Homeland Security has verified under section
1411(c)(2) of such Act the individual’s status as
a citizen or national of the United States or an
alien lawfully present in the United States using
a process that includes the appropriate use of
information related to citicenship or immigra-
tion status, such as social security account
numbers (but not individual taxpayer identifica-
tion numbers).”’.

(b) APPLICATION TO NEW HEALTH INSURANCE
PREMIUM TAX CREDIT.—Section 36B of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended by the
American Health Care Act of 2017 and in effect
for months beginning after December 31, 2019, is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(h) VERIFICATION OF STATUS IN UNITED
STATES FOR ADVANCE PAYMENT.—No advance
payment of the credit allowed under this section
with respect to any amount under subparagraph
(A) or (B) of subsection (b)(1) with respect to
any individual shall be made under section 1412
of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act unless the Secretary has received confirma-
tion from the Secretary of Health and Human
Services that the Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity or the Secretary of Homeland Security has
verified under section 1411(c)(2) of such Act the
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individual’s status as a citizen or national of
the United States or a qualified alien (within
the meaning of section 431 of the Personal Re-
sponsibility and Work Opportunity Reconcili-
ation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1641)) using a process
that includes the appropriate use of information
related to citizenship or immigration status,
such as social security account numbers (but
not individual taxrpayer identification num-
bers).”’.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT ON CONTINUOUS

HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE PROVISION.—Sec-
tion 2710A(b)(1) of the Public Health Service
Act, as added by section 133 of the American
Health Care Act of 2017, is amended by adding
after subparagraph (C) the following:
“In the case of an individual who applies for
advance payment of a credit under section 1412
of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act and for whom a determination of eligibility
for such advance payment is delayed by reason
of the requirement for verification of the indi-
vidual’s status in the United States under sec-
tion 1411(c)(2) of such Act, the period of days
beginning with the date of application for ad-
vance payment and ending with the date of
such verification shall not be taken into account
in applying subparagraph (B). The Secretary
shall establish a procedure by which informa-
tion relating to this period is provided to the in-
dividual.”.

(d) DELAY PERMITTED IN COVERAGE DATE IN
CASE OF DELAY IN VERIFICATION OF STATUS FOR
INDIVIDUALS APPLYING FOR ADVANCE PAYMENT
OF CREDIT.—Section 1411(e) of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C.
18081(e)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3), by inserting after “‘appli-
cant’s eligibility’ the following: ‘‘(other than
eligibility for advance payment of a credit under
section 1412)”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(5) DELAY PERMITTED IN COVERAGE DATE IN
CASE OF DELAY IN VERIFICATION OF STATUS FOR
INDIVIDUALS APPLYING FOR ADVANCE PAYMENT
OF CREDIT.—In the case of an individual whose
eligibility for advance payments is delayed by
reason of the requirement for verification under
subsection (c)(2), if, for coverage to be effective
as of the date requested in the individual’s ap-
plication for enrollment, the individual would
(but for this paragraph) be required to pay 2 or
movre months of retroactive premiums, the indi-
vidual shall be provided the option to elect to
postpone the effective date of coverage to the
date that is not more than 1 month later than
the date requested in the individual’s applica-
tion for enrollment.”’.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(1) APPLICATION TO CURRENT HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) is contingent upon the
enactment of the American Health Care Act of
2017 and shall apply (if at all) to months begin-
ning after December 31, 2017.

(2) APPLICATION TO NEW HEALTH INSURANCE
PREMIUM TAX CREDIT.—The amendment made by
subsection (b) is contingent upon the enactment
of the American Health Care Act of 2017 and
shall apply (if at all) to months beginning after
December 31, 2019, in taxable years ending after
such date.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT ON CONTINUOUS
HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE PROVISION.—The
amendment made by subsection (c) is contingent
upon the enactment of the American Health
Care Act of 2017 and shall take effect (if at all)
as if included in such Act.

(4) FLEXIBILITY IN COVERAGE DATE IN CASE OF
DELAY IN VERIFICATION OF STATUS.—The amend-
ment made by subsection (d) is contingent upon
the enactment of the American Health Care Act
of 2017 and shall apply (if at all) to applications
for advance payments for months beginning
after December 31, 2017.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY) and
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the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
SANCHEZ) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill currently under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Last month House Republicans took
a significant step to return patient-
centered healthcare to the American
people. We passed the American Health
Care Act. The American Health Care
Act begins our step-by-step process to
repeal ObamaCare and replace this col-
lapsing law with a 21st century
healthcare system that truly works for
American families, job creators, our
States, and our taxpayers.

Now, as work on the American
Health Care Act moves forward in the
Senate, we are moving forward on a
parallel track to deliver more solutions
for the American people. One of those
is the Verify First Act, sponsored by
Congressman LOU BARLETTA of Penn-
sylvania.

This legislation takes important ac-
tion to protect taxpayer dollars from
waste, fraud, and abuse. It prevents the
American Health Care Act’s monthly
tax credits and ObamaCare’s current
subsidies from being dispensed until
the legal status of an eligible recipient
can be verified.

Under ObamaCare, people who are in
the United States illegally are prohib-
ited from receiving taxpayer-funded
subsidies to help purchase health insur-
ance; but like so many aspects of
ObamaCare, there is a major defect.
ObamaCare starts by assuming a per-
son is a legal resident and sends the
money right away even if the verifica-
tion process is still incomplete.

As we have seen with so many Fed-
eral programs, it is all but impossible
to get fraudulently claimed money
back after it is already out the door.
This flaw of ObamaCare is no different.
It has resulted in taxpayer-funded sub-
sidies being spent on people who are
not in the United States legally and,
therefore, not eligible to receive them.

My constituents in Texas and yours
around the country work too hard to
see their tax dollars wasted by Wash-
ington’s carelessness. The best solution
to protect taxpayer dollars from waste,
fraud, and abuse is to stop it before it
occurs, and that is what the Verify
First Act by Mr. BARLETTA will do.

This bill strengthens existing verifi-
cation tools by making a commonsense
change. Rather than sending the
money first and confirming legal sta-
tus later, it verifies legal status up
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